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LETTER NO. 3. 
“Rewarps ayy Puntsuments.”’ ~ | 
‘Continued from page 192.) 

In this communication I shall call your atten- 
tion to a brief recapitulation of the reasons why 
we do not belicve, that the parable now under 
consideration, refers to a future state of exist- 
ence, or the * everlasting punishment” therein 
mentioned to endlégs misery. And 1. The sep- 
aration spoken of between the sheep and goats 
was totake place “When the Son of man 
should come in his glory, with all the holy an- 
gels with him ;” and he told us in the plainest 
language possible that this should positively 
take place in the life time of some of his disci- 
ples, for proof see Mati, xxii. 36-Mutt. xxiv. 
14 to 35, Mark xii. 30 31. Luke ix, 26 27. 
Matt xvi. 27,28; Mark viii. 38, and ix, 1; 
Luke xxi. 32, 33 ; Luke xxii. 18. Matt. xxvi. 
64. Here we are NINE TIMES wild in the 
most positive manner that this comimg should 
be during the natual lives of those present.— 
There is no condition in the case; no why ; 
but; or wherefore ; af any sort or kind; but 
the plainest and most positive declarations of the 
Son of God that THAT generation to whom 
he was then speaking should not pass tll ALL 
these things were done. “All these things 
SHALL (not may) come upon THIS genera- 
” Not upon a generation then unborn. 











tion ! 
2. The ead ofthe world spoken of cannot 
possibly refer to the end of time, but refers to 
the end. of that world, in which the Saviour 
came. See Heb. ix. 26; 1s1 Cor. x.11. The 
word which is here trans!ated ‘ world’ is allow- 
ed by Dr. Clarke and most (if not all) oth- 
er commentators to mean age, or dispensation, 
Christ came in the end of the legal dispensation 
or world, to fulfil or take it away, and to estab- 
lish the kingdom of Heaven ; and he tells ‘his 
disciples “ that this gospel of the kingdom shall 
be preached in all the world, for a witness un- 
toall nations; and THEN shall the end come. 
This Paul tells us was dove in his time; for 
he says their faith was spokep of throughout 
the wHoLe world. 
3. The Saviour tells the High Priest Matt. 
xxvi. 64 that he himseif (not his successor) 


| shine to the west ? 


come quickly---not some cvuntless years after- 


wards. He tells his diciples that his coming 
should be like the lightning that cometh out of 
the east and shineth even unto the west ; now 
how many hundred years does it take for a 
flash of lightning to come out of the east and 
He moreover says to his 
disciples (his sheep or little flock) “ that it was 
the Father's good pleasure to give to them 
the kingdom.” See also Luke xxii. 29, 30 “and 
l appoint unto yow (little flock of sheep) a 
kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto 
me; that ye may eat and drink at my table in 
my kingdom,” &c. Now toascertain where 
they should receive this kingdom—the time 
when they should hear their Lord and master 
saying, “come ye blessed of my Father inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you” &c. We have 
only to turnto Mark ix. 1: Luke xxi. 31; 
Matt. xvi. 27 28, where the Savivur tells us the 
precise time, not the day or hour. “ Verily, I 
say unto you, there are some standing here 
which shall not taste of death till they see the 
Sen of man coming in his kKincpom!” “ Verily 
I say unto you that there be some of them that 
stand here which shall not taste death till they 
have seen the Kingdom of God come with 
power.” Could he have used more positive, 
plain, and definite language? Is it in the pow- 
er of words w express any thing more clear and 
absolutely ? The Saviour says to Peter “ if I 
will that he (Jobn) tarry TILL I COME, 
what is that to thee?” Can we suppose that 
John has not tasted death till this time? No 
it is impossible. I wish never to be too abso- 
lute in my positions, arrogance and dogmatism 
I abhor ; yet I must with all humility declare, 
that I cannot, pare not disbelieve the 
words of the Saviour, when he so often repeats 
ihe same language. If we believe his words 
we must be constrained to admit thas the little 
flock received their kingdom on the day of pen- 
‘ecosi—and that ‘ these things, were all fulfil- 
led in the time of that generation according to 
his pumevous and unconditional declarations. 
4. lam constrained to believe that all ‘these 
things’ referred to this present, and not to a 
future state of existence ; because the Saviour 
speaks of“ house tops” “ fields” “ clothes,” * fa- 
mines,” “ eurthquakes,” and “pestilence” &c. 
which could ouly refer to temporal things and 
not to a state of immortality beyond tne grave. 
And secondly I am constrained to believe that 
this everlasting punishment or correction of 





should see the Son of man coming in the clouds 
of heaven ; he tells the Revelator that he svuid 


chastsement must cume upon the Jews and up- 
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on them alone because the Gentiles were NE- 
VER threatened with any CONDEMNA- 
TION at all! Find the place where they to 
whom the gospel was preached, were ever 
theatened with hell torment, and I will yield 
the argument and never open my mouth on the 
subject again. The‘ eternal hell’ which our 
ministers say so much about is not to be 
found in the bible; jhey speak a vision of 
their own heart, and ‘not out of the mouth of 
the Lord; for St. Paul affirms that le declared 
the whole counsel of God, and the word gehenna 
is not once to be found in his writings, There- 
fore those who declare so much more than the 
apostle, ought to stop and inquire whether they 
have so learned of Christ; lest perchance 
they should be found teaching for doctrine the 
commandments of meti. 

5 I think we cannot but be satisfied that 
these were temporal calamities when we rexd 
in Matt. xxiv. 20 that the suo should be dark- 
ened, and the moon not give her light, the 
stars should f:]] from heaven, and the power of 
heaven should be shaken. Similar figures are 
frequently used in the scriptures to represent 
the sore judgements that were about to come up- 
on some city ornation. See destruction of Bab- 
ylon Isa. xiii. 9,10. “ Behold the day of the 
Lord cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce 
anger,:o lay the land desolate: and he shall 
destroy the sinners out ofit. For the stars of 
heaven, and the constellations thereof, shall 
not give their light, the sun shall be darkened 
in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause 
her light to shine.” Sce also the calamities 
that were about to come upon Idumea, Isa 
xxxiv. 4, “ Andall the hosts of heaven shall be 
dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled to- 
gether like a scroll: and all their host shall 
fall down, as the leaf falleth off from the vine, 
and as a falling fig from the fig tree.” = Again 
speaking of the destruction of Egypt Ezekiel 
xxxiii. 78, “* And when I shall put thee out I 
will cover the heaven, and make the stars 
thereof dark; I will cover the sun with a 
cloud, and the moon shall not give her light.--- 
All the bright lights of heaven will I make 
dark over thee and set darkness upen thy land, 
saith the Lord God.” The prophet Joel when 
speaking of the destruction of Jerusalem uses 
almost percisely the same words of the other 
prophets, chap. ii. 28, 31, “ And it shall come 
to pass &c. and I will shew wonders in the 
heavens and in the earth, blood and fire, and 
pillars of smoke. The sun shall be turned in- 
to darkness and the moon into blood, before the 
great and terrible day of the Lord come.”--- 
And this prediction Peter declares on the day 
of pentecost, to be then fulfilling: See Acts ij, 
16. Here we find that this mode of expres- 
sion “the sup should be darkened” &c, was u- 
sed to represent the destruction of cities and 
kingdoms—that the Saviour uses the language 
common among the Jews Matt. xxiv, 29 by 
which he intended to represent to them the 
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deswlation that awaited their devoted city.— 
The prophets which they read every Sabbath 
day had frequently, as we have seen, used the 
same language to denote some temporal judge- 
ment and the Saviour uses almost the same ex- 
pressions when he speaks of the destruction of 
Jerusalem. “Then (after these signs) shall 
appear the sign of the Son man in heaven, &c, 
coming in the clouds of heaven wiih great 
power, and glory.” “'THen” not a thou. 
sand years afterwards “ ‘ruts generation shall 
not pass till (what?) ALL these things be ful- 
filled— Heaven and earth shall pass away but 
my words SHALL NOT pass away.” And 
yet notwithstanding all these plain and unequi- 
vocal declarations, we allow cducation and pre- 
judice to lead us passively along the mazy lab- 
yrinth of errour—and say “these things” are 
not fulfilled even now, and perhaps may not 
be for eigliteen hundred years to come. 

Iwish to inquire, admitting this parable to 
refer to our unregenerated wicked neighbours, 
what were the crimes of which they were 
accused, that they should tlus deserve to be 
burnt as long as God reignsin Heaven. Were 
they murderers? No. Were they thieves, 
robbers, and assassins? No. Had they not 
** scattered fire brands, arrows, and death?— 
had they not laid waste cities, towns and coun- 
tries? No. Well, tell us what they were 
guilty of doing; NOTHING!!! It was 
because they had neglected to administer to the 
wants of their fellow men; this was the head 
and front of their offending, nothing more, 
nothing less. "ow, sir, what ground will you 
take—will you say this “ everlasting punish- 
ment” means an eardless hell, that shall burn 
as long as God is good? well I grant this--then 
I wish to inquire something respecting an at- 
tribute of God, of which you and limitarians 
generally, profess to know so much—I mean 
HIS JUSTICE! In Luke xix. 42, we read 
thus, “ If thou hadst known, even thou, (goats) 
at least in this thy day, the things which be- 
long to thy peace ; but now they are nip from 
their eyes,” Hid, who hid them from their 
eyes? Turn to John xii. 40 and there we find 
an answer—“ He (God) hath blinded their 
eyes, and hardened their hearts, that they 
should NOT see with their eyes, nor under- 
stand with their hearts and be converted, and 
I should heal them.” (See also Acts xxviii, 
27, Mat. xiii. 14, 15, Mark iv. 11, 12, &c.) 
Now, sir, I again ask what ground you will take ? 
will you say with Dr. Emmon’s, “ that God 
himself is the immediate author of the sins 
of the Reprobate; causes them to sin, and 
then condemns them for sinning.” ‘Will you 
take this ground? H«wever this idea may 
shock you, your premises will lead to this con- 
clusion. You recollect that you laboured hard 
to prove that this “everlasting fire or punish- 
ment” into. which they were to be cast was 
endless in itgduration! Well now we are told 
by John as plainly and unequivocally as in the 
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power of language to express, that God him- 
self BLINDED THEIR EYES and HARDENED their 
hearts, on purpose that they might not see ! 
On purpose that they might go to THIs END- 
LESS HELL ! 


You cannot say they were free agents; to | 


say that a b/ind man is at perfect liberty to 
see or not to see is a solecism, a gross outrage 
upon our understanding! Allowing your pre- 


mises to be correet that this “ everlasting pun- | 


ishment” into which the blind goats, were to 
be cast, means ENDLESS Misery. I ask you 
where is the JUSTICE of their creator? 
First force them into existence without their 
knowledge or consent—then blind their eyes ; 


ahd then damn them because they could not ; 


see! First harden their hearts and then be- 
cause they COULD NOT understand, send 
them toa place of interminable horrour and 
despair! And is it thus we would represent 
our Heavenly Benefactor whose tender mer- 
cies are over all his works? Shall we thus 
liken him to a demon, or hyena thirsting for 
blood? Shall we accuse our Saviour of hypo- 
crisy when he wept over Jerusalem in prospect 
of the awful judgements that were to come up- 
on that generation—shall we say he was hyp- 
ocritical, and that his tears were crocodile 
tears ? No, perish such a thought, let it be for- 
ever annihilated ! 

6. We think that no one who reads the xxiv 
and xxv chapters candidly and prayerfully, can 
doubt for a moment that they refer to one and 
ihe same event; more especially when he re- 


flects that there was formerly no division of | 


chapters and verses, but that this was the work 
of thetramslators. We read Matt. xxvi. 1, 
* And it came to pass, when Jesus had_finish- 
ed all these sayings”—-all what sayings? To 
what does he refer? To answer this, we must 
begin at the xxiv chapter and follow bim thro’ 
the xxv which finishes “ all these sayings,” and 
we find not the least intimation that he had 
ehanged his subject, but that “all these say- 
ings,” referred to one and the same event. 

7. We should recollect that “ ALL these say- 
ings,” were spoken to his disciples onLy—and 
that too PRIVATELY, on the Mount of Ol- 
ives, therefore the Jews at large did not know 
“ the signs of his coming, and the end of the 
world.” The Saviour commands his disciples 
Matt. x. 27, “* What I tell you in darkness that 
speak ye in the light; and what ye hear in the 
ear, that preach upon the house tops.” Will 
you point out the place where one of them ev- 
er mentioned an “ Eternal Hell?” Will you 
show me where one of them ever mentions a 
hell in eternity? Now why did they not preach 
“hell and damnation, fire and brimstone” if the 
Saviour taught itin the xxv, of Matthew ?— 
Were they faithful—did they proclaim eter- 
wal death and despair to poor sinners? Oh no, 
for they had not so learned of Christ. They 
bad learned of him that those who were raised 
from the dead couLD NoT DIZ ANY MoRE— But 











were equal to the angels and werethe children 
of God being the children of the Resurrection! 
(See Luke xx. 35; also1 Cor. xv, 42 to 57.) 
The disciples knew as every rational being 
must, that “life and mortality” CANNOT 
suffer pain ! 

8. You laboured hard to prove that the “ e- 
verlasting fire” was a hell in another state of 
existence,and would burn asiong asGod is good, 
Now my brother wil! you tell me how many 
* unquenchable fires’’ there are? Our God is 
a consuming fire,” now will you say there are 
two Gods, and both consuming fires? If not 
the fire here spoken of must refer to this, and 
not to a future state of existence. He (God) 
was to sit as a refiner’s fire---for what purpose ? 
That he might purify the sons of Levi, and 
purge them as gold and silver. Why? That 
they may offer unto the Lord an offering in 
righteousness! Not that they might be damn- 
ed! (see Mal, iii. 3.) In Amosi. 4, 7, 10, 12, 
14—-1i1. 2,5; fire is mentioned no less than 
seven times to represent the temporal destruc- 
tion that was to come upon the several nations 
there spoken of ; ii. 5, it is said, “ I will send 
a fire upon Judah, and it shall devour the pla- 
ces of Jerusalem ;” but not a word about a fu- 
ture hell. See Isaiah xxxi. 9, “ whose fire is 
in Zion (notin a future state) and his furnace 
in Jerusalem,” (not in eternity.) Paul tells us, 
iz Cor. iii, 18 —15, that this fire “shall try every 


| wAN’s work of what sort it is; if any man’s 


work shall be burnt ; he shall suffer loss ; but 
he himself SHALL BE SAVED.” You 
say he shall be damned / 

9. “ The cursed” spoken of in this parable 
were the unbelieving Jews who had made void 
the law by their traditions; for ‘* Cursed is e- 
very one that continueth not ia all the things 
which are written in the book of the law to 
do them,” (Gal. iii. 10) see also John vii. 49, 
“This people who knoweth not the law are 
cursed.” Jesus Christ was once accursed but 
he now sitteth at the right hand of God. 

10. The word which is rendered “ punish- 
ment” in this place should be rendered correc- 
tion or chastisement. The Greek word is 
kolasin and signifies correction, chastening, a- 
mendment, chastisement,&c. The Jews were 
to go away from Jerusalem, their city destroy- 
ed as 2 judgement upon them for their manifold 
transgressions. Jesus tells them that all the 
righteous blood that had been shed, should be 
required of that generation. I know that you 
laboured hard to prove that this punishment 
must be endless because the qualifying word 
everlasting was prefixed. Ihave not time or 
space at present to notice the various signifi- 
cations attached to the word, but shall do s6 
when examining some other texts quoted by 
you in proof of the etermity of hell cor- 
ments. I havo only time now to remark, that 
the land of Canaan wasto be for an ever- 
lasting possession---the everlasting hills--- 
the everlasting doors---the everlasting priest 
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hood--. everlusting covenrnt---an everlasting 
statuie---each and all of which have long siuce 
come to an end. 

11. That this punishment or correciion could 
net mean enoless punishment, we infer from 
the gustice of God; for this according to our 
conceptions of justice would not be re- 
wr ding according to our werk ; it weuld not 
b. meteing out to us the SAME measure we 
have meted to others; for we never have met- 
ed outendless damnation to any one. God 
corrects and chastises to reform, not to make 
his children worse. Paul tells us that ALL 
are partakers of this ckastening ; and though 
for the presen: it is not joyous but grievous, yet 
it will hereafter yield the peaceable fruits of 
righteousness unto them who are exercised 
thereby. God chastens us tor our profit that 
we may be made partakers of his holiness. 

12. This punishment could not mean end- 
less misery, because it is contrary to what God 
hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy proph- 
ets since the world began. God once preach- 
ed the gospel to Abraham and he said nothing 
about hell and damnation! But said, “ In thee 
and in thy seed (Christ) shall atx nations, 
kindreds, and families of the earth be blessed. 
Now friend Light, show me the being in the 
Universe of God, however degraded he may 
be, who has no nation, nor ever had! Show 
me the outcast who has x0 family, nor ever 
had ; the wretch who has no kindred and who 
never had ; and then you may dispute the doc- 
trine of Universal Salvation! I will then ac- 
knowledge he may be, endlessly miserable. 
Bat ALL whoever they may be, who ever had 
either nation, kindred, family, or tongue are 
included in the glorious promise made to A- 
braham, St. Paul tells us what the blessing 
is, “ That as ig Adam all dic, (I care not what 
death) even so IN CHRIST shall ALL be 
made alive.” . 

Hoping that you will soon learn that “ God 
is the Saviour of ALL MEN,” 


I remain yours, &c. ie: 





TEXT. 

“ A passing remark.—If the doctrine of eternal 
punishment, after death, has a tendency to “biunt 
the tender sensibilities of our nature, and make 
Men worse instead of bettcr,’’ as advagced by the 
editors of the Gospel Advocate, will they be kind 
enough to inform ‘the whole world’ why the three 
Thayers, who were executed in. their neighbour- 
hood, for the murder of Love, should on the gallows, 
have dated their misfortunes to the belief ofa *‘ per- 
Dciour”” and soul-destroying doctrine. Perhaps 
they were exceptions to the general rule.” 

COMMENT. 

The above we copy from the ‘‘ Albany Christian 
Register,” of the 9h instant. The Register is a 
new paper, and the “ passing remark,” is found in 
the fourth number of the lstvolume. The editor’s 
parse does not appear in his paper, that we can 
fin, but we wiil readily inform bim and the whole 
world, according to request, that the three Thayers 


| three Thayers. 


did not state, upon the gallows, that their misfor 


tunes were caused by a belief of a pernicious and 
soul destroying doctrine, nor any thing, in any way 
resembling such statement. Our friend, the editor of 
the Register, we apprehend is young in bis voca- 
tion, and we must therefore bear with him. The 
person who made this statement, upon the gallows, 
was, unluckily for the argument of the Register ed- 
itor, a believer, and a most staunch one too, in the 
doctrine of endless damnation, in its fullest sense! 
The story was told, on the gallows by ‘the Rev. 
Mr. Fittmore,” a presiding clder in the Methodist 
church. The statement was ‘that the three Thay- 
ers were inclined to universalism, and that their 
Father had been a Universalist twenty years,’’ the 
whole of which was entirely false, and without any 
foundation in truth! ! 
And now we will say to the edito: 
of the Register, as was said upon another occasion, 
‘read, you unlearned reader, read’’ and you will in 
future, escape such foolish blunders. You will re 
collect that you have requested us to inform ‘the 
whole world’’ upon this subject, and you will see 
that by so doing you oblige yourself to receive ow 
testimony. This being the fact, we will refer you 
to the third volume of this work, where, at page 90 
you will find the story of the Rev, calumniator firs? 
denied, at each of the following pages, namely, 205, 
221, 230, and 246, you will find it distinetly repeat- 
ed, and the name ofarespectable Episcopal clergy- 
man given who stood ready to prove it false; and 
in addition to all this, you will also find it stated, 
clearly, that Mr. Fillmore knew, at the time, that 
the Thayers were not inclined to Universalism, but 
that they knew nothing about it. They all often 
said they never heard any preaching except by those 
who taught a belief in endless damnation. So 
much for the influence of the doctrine of eternal 
punishment, which we have often said, and still say, 
‘blunts the tender sensibilities of our nature, and 
makes men worse instead of better.’ Had the edi- 
tor of the Register known that this whole story was 
a falsehood, and the work of a preacher of endless 
damnation, told to stop the progress of liberal sen- 
timents, he would hardly have given us this addi- 
tional oceasion to show, at his expense, the evil ef. 
fects of the limitarian doctrine. ‘ Perhaps’’ the 
editor of the Register is an ‘‘ exception to the gen- 
eral rule,” but he will find, if he pursue his present 
vocation, that he must take sure mcans of knowing 
the truth of orthodox stories of this nature befor: 
he makes use of them against us, or he will often 
find himself in bis present unpleasant situation. 
For the accommodation of the editor of the Regis- 
ter, and of the whole world, we will here assemble 
a few cases ofthe effects of the orthodox faith,in addi- 





tion to the one above, and then dismiss the subject. 
These we shall copy from files of papers before us, 
omitting most of the dates and particulars to save 
rvom. 

Mrs. Coon, of Halfmoon, Saratoga co. cut her 
throat with a razor, under a belief that she had pag. 





taken, unworthily, of the eucharist, by which she 


So much for the story of the , 





was. 
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was doomed to endless hell. She was a member of 
the Presbyterian church, a new convert. 

Mr. Owen, of Stillwater, one mile and a nalf from 
Mrs. Coon’s residence, hanged himself, under the 
same impressions as Mrs. C. Member of the Bap- 
tist church. 

Mr. 8. Bond, Raleigh, N. C. cut his throat with 
arazor, despairing of God’s mercy. Baptist, in 
good standing, and highly respectable. Left a wid- 
ow and four children. 

Percis Hall, Lebanon, N. H. death by taking opi- 
‘um, under a belief that she had committed the un- 
pardonable sin. Not a member of any church. 

FROM THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 

“A Mr. Potter, of Lebanon N. H. after 
preaching the doctrine of eternal damnation a- 
bout 50 years in thattown, hanged himself.— 
A Mr. John Gill, an Arminian denouncer of 
eternal wrath in Seekonk, Mass. hanged him- 
self about 10 years since. His character was 
good. A Mr. Wheeler a Methodist exborter 
and class leader in Rehoboth, Mass. cut his 
throat about 18 years since. His character 
was fair. A Mr. Perkins, of Lisbon, Con. mem- 
ber of a Calvinistick church cut his throat some 
years since under the impression, that Christ 
had died for him, and that he ought to die for 
Christ. Mrs. Mary Carey, of West Brook- 
ficld, Mass. a member of a Calvinistick church 
committed suicide by hanging. She seeming- 
ly conducted in the most deliberate manner, for 


she swept and closed her house, laid out her | 


grave clothes onthe bed, carried back the ham- 
mer after she had driven 


a cord she had made for the purpose, 
was about 24 years of age. Her sister, Mrs. 
Sarah Spear, member of the same church, hang- 
ed herself in a shed, on the Sabbath, about two 
years since. She also resided in West Beook- 
field, and was about 30 years of age. A dea- 
con Bourne, of Middleborough Mass. hanged 
himself some fifteen years since. He was sent 
through the parish to exhort and pray with his 
people, or went at his own instance on this bu- 
siness, and was accused to the Calvinistick 
church of which he was deacon, of criminal 
intimacy with his female converts. He went 
home on Saturday in great distress, for his 
case was to be tried on the next day, slept lit- 
tle through the night, but groaved and wrung 
his hands, and in the morning, when his wife 
went out, she found him hanging en an apple- 
tree. Rev. J. Leonard, a Calvinistick minis- 
ter of Woodstock, Con. and chaplainto Gen. 
‘Washington, cut his throat witharazor, Joha 
Cadwell, Sheriff of Worcester county, and 
member of a Calvinistick church, committed 
suicide by jumping intoa well. Deacon John 
Hall of Ellington, Con. Calvinist, hanged him- 
self with a bridle. J. How and David Curtis, 
members of the Calvinistick church, in Stur- 
bridge, Mass. hanged themselves with a rope. 
JonathanKentfield,of Belchertown,Mass, mem- 


the nails into the . 
beam, and suspended herself in the celler, with | 
She | 


ber of the Calvinistick church, cut his throat 
with a jack-knife. Ethen Drake, ofthe same 
town and faith, hanged himself. The follow- 
ing Calvinistick church members hanged them- 
selves ; John Dickenson, of Granby, Mass. 
Deacon Chafey of Ashford, Con. west parish ; 
, Asher Bartlett and Ebenezer Tucker of Spring- 
| field; the widow Sabra Scott of Palmer, and 
Benjamin Humiston, of West Sprinsfield.— 
Humiston had been a member of the Baptist 
church about ten years, was thought to live in 
the enjoyment of religion, and in the cherish- 
| ment ofa good hope, till within afew years.— 
i He told a neighbour that he had committed 
| the unpardonable sin, though he had profes- 
| sed religion for some time, and it is presumed 
| he ended his life through indulging this awful 
| belief. He hanged himself Oct. 21, 1825, and 
Leonard perpetrated his bloody work, Dec. 14, 
| 1825, in the same town, thoughin another par- 
|ish. Dr. Marble of Springfield, member of 
| the Calvinistick church, drowned himself about 
twenty years since ina well. Miss Abigail 
Buell of Hebron, Andover parish, Con, hang- 
ed herself to her loom with a skein of yarn, 
| about fifieen years since. She was about 30 
| years of age, of fair character, member of a 
| Calvinistick church, and aunt of the preacher. 
Phineas Moody of Somers, Con, killed his wife 
and child, ten or twelve months old, with an 
| axe, literally cut off the child’s head, went up 
stairs and chopped his wife’s niece in pieces, 
and then cut his throat with a shoe-knife. He 
was a member of the Calvinistick church, and 
it is believed leader of the singing. 


! 


| So much for the murders, and now of other crimes. 
; Did the idea of future punishment restrain Hooper 
' Cuming from Drunkenness; or Joseph Crawford, 
| a Methodist preacher, from seducing a girl he had 
taken to bring up, or. subsequently, did it restrain 
| him from forgery, in New-York; or Eliza Sayre, of 
Philade!phia, member ofa Calvinistick church, from 
fabricating the well known story “‘ a voice from the 
Grave,’’ to the truth of which she even swore, and 
; was afterwards detected, when she owned it ail a 
forgery? How stood the case upon an examina- 
tion of the New-York state prison, at N. Y. upon a 
recent ocedsion? There were found in the prison, 
623 convicts, and not a soul of them all that believ- 
ed in the doctrine of Universal Salvation! We 
rest here, as the lawyers say, but will continue the 
catalogue whenever the editor of the Register shall 
deem it necessary for the good ofhis faith. A. 





THE BIBLE. 

Sir William Jones, the eminent and learned 
Chief Justice of Calcutta, is said to have un- 
derstood. 28 languages. As an Oriental schol- 
ar he was unrivalled, as a Christian, devout 
and sincere. At the end of his bible he wrote 
the following note : “ I have regularly and at- 
tentively read the Holy Scriptures, and 1 am 
of opinien that this volume, independently of 





its divine origin, contains more true sublimity, 
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more exquisite beauty, more pure morality, 
more important history, and finer strains of po- | 
etry and eloquence, than cin be collected from | 
all other books, in whatever age or language 
they may have been composed. Prov: Tel. | 
ADVOCATE ANDINVESTIGATOR. | 
MR. OWEN AND THE EMPORIUM. | 
We find it stated in the “ Buffalo Emporium” of | 
Monday last, ‘“‘ that Mr. Owen, has at le ngth aban- 
doned his ‘Community System’ and returned to 
Scotland.’ From what source the editors of the 
Emporium have derived their information we are 
unable to say, but of one thing we are quite confi- | 
dent—their statement is partly incorrect. We 
have not the Icast inclination to engage in a contro- 
versy upon the subject with the respected editors of | 
the Emporium—we have other matters which we 











think of more consequence, that have claims upon 
our attention. But when misrepresentations are 
promulgated with an evident design to calumniate, 
we shall venture to expose them, 

Mr. Owen has not abandoned his community sys- 
fem—the assertions of the editors of the E 
to the contrary notwithstanding ! and if they will 
calion the editor of this paper he will convince 
them of the fact. That he has gone to Scotland is 
true, and that he has been there before, and retur- 
ned is.no less true; but so far frown this fact being 
an evidence that he has abandoned his system, it 
only proves, that for the want of any thing else, his 
enemies have pressed it into their service for an un- 
justifiable and reprehensible purpose. 

As the gentlemen of the Emporium would ‘like 
to know what has become of the project to estab- 
lish a similar community at Williamsville, on the 
same infidel principles,’ we will checrfully give 
them all the information in owr power. First, then, 
no project ever existed to establish a community on | 
‘infidel principles’’ at Williamsville, or at any oth- 
er place in this region; and the very reason that 
the project of forming a community was abandoned 
for the time being, was, that false statements had 
been made by interested bigots relative to the god- 
like principles on which communities of that kind 
must be established in order to be permanent and 
beneficial. We pity the man who is so contracted 
in his views and feelings that he is unable to dis- 
criminate between the principles of Mr. Owen and 
those of others who are friendly to similar institu- 
tions ;—we repeat, we pity the man who is vo nar- 
row in his feelings as wantonly to insinuate that 
those who are friendly to @ community ef common 
interests, calculated to bring into practical opera 
tion all the sublime virtues of christianity, are ‘‘in- 
fidels” merely because the philanthropick Robert 
Owen disbelieves in the crude dogmas of modern 
orthodoxy. ‘That there was an attempt made to 
convince the publick of the utility of an institution 
similar to those established by Mr. Owen, is a fact 
which we are proud to acknowledge; and that 
such attempt was successful to no small extent, 
is witnessed by the convictions of hundreds in | 


mporium 








this town; but the insinuation that those who ap- 
probated, and who still approbate such a community 
as was then proposed, embraced the religious opin- 


| ions of Mr, Owen, is tinctured with the deep malig- 


nity ofa depraved heart, and is deserving of the 
contempt liberal and _philanthropick 
soul. Second; in farther reply to their inquiry 
it may be proper to state that the projectof for: 
ming a community of common interests on the 


of overy 


divine principles of the gospel of God’s impartial 
love and benevolence is yet in the heart of at least 
one humble individual, and we believe, inthe hearts 
of thousands of our most enlightened and respecta- 
ble fellow-citizens. When the project will be car- 
ried into operation, is not known; but, when bigot- 
ry, superstition, and selfishness, shall be subdued 
by the prevalence of divine charity and benevo- 
lence—when that infidelity, which in nine cases out 
of ten,has been occasioned by the crroneous con-— 
structiun put upon the scriptures by limitarians, 
shall be done away by the mild and peaceful gos- 
pel of the blesscd God—and, when the devotees at 
the shrine of calvinistick intolerance shall be found 
reeling in *‘ portentious darkness’’ (to use the lan- 
guage of a celebrated scholar of the nineteenth cen- 
tury) or forgotten forever—ihen, we predict, social 
systems of the kind we approbate and admire, will 
rise from the ruins of error, and, embracing all that 
is holy, amiable, good, and virtuous on earth, wil! 
introduce the blissful day when the Lion and the 
Lamb shall lie down together and righteousness and 
peace shall kiss each other.—Ep. 


OCOBNTRAL ASSOCIATION. 
“'The Central Association of Universalists”’ con- 
vened in annual session, at Hamilton, Madison co 
N. ¥. on Weilnesday, June 6th. 


ing brethren were present on the interesting occa 


Fifteen minister 


sion, and a large and highly respectable concourse 
of people assemblea, and by so doing evinced their 
faithfulness in the cause of truth. Five discourses 
were delivered; one by brother 1, Whitnall—one 
by brother D. Skinner—one by the editor of this pa- 
per—one by brother W. I. Reese-—and one by Br. 
S. R. Smith. A lively interest was taken in the 
publick exercises, and the truth apparently received 
into good and honest hearts. The spiritual festiv- 
jties of the occasion were of a description calculat- 
ed to impress the mind with a sense of the truth 
that the grace of God, that bringeth salvation to all 
men teaehes—effectually teaches that denying un 
godliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly in this present world,: 

We cannot pass over this subject without advert- 
ing to one fact, not because it is at all singuiar, but 
because it is a demonstration of the salutary infiu- 
ences of our faith, and shows how much we, as @ 
body of professing christians, are misrepresented 
by our adversaries. How cften do we hear of the 
licentiousness of our doctrine, and of its evil ten- 
dency upon the morals of community! None have 
been more zealous in propagating such an idca than 
our Methodist brethren. With how much truth and 








7 evi 









eae Se a le 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 199 





‘propriety they accuse us, will appear from the fol- 


lowing facts. 

There were probably from twelve to fourteen 
hundred persons present at the association; for 
whose comfort every thing was provided that could 
be desired. A publick house was opened for the 
accommodation of as many as could be entertained, 
and each person had free access to the bar without 
any other restraints than those imposed by a reli- 
gious sense of duty and propriety. What next? 
Did they get drunk, and fight, and curse, and swear? 
Did it become necessary to send for the officers of 
justice, to keep the peace ? We think not! In all 
the number there assembled, licentious and irreli- 
gious as Universalists are, not one---no not one case 


"of that kind oceurred ! Hear it, ye revilers, and 


wonder, and perish! Nothing can be more gratify- 
ing than such perfect order and harmony as existed 
among them ; and the circumspection, and sobricty 
of so large un assembly is but the same delightful 
state of things which we have uniformly witnessed 
en all such occasions. This, when contrasted with 
the camp-mectings of our Methodist brethren, 
leaves a fearful balance against them. With all 
their preaching of hell and damnation ; with all 
their fears, and hopes, to restrain them, they are 
often compelled to resort to the civil law to controul 
the motely multitude and keep even themselves with 
in due bounds. 

The subject of a Convention was agitated in the 
Council, and the great anxiety of some to have one 
constituted by delegates appointed from the res- 
pective Associations, led to some unhappy feelings, 
which resulted in the withdrawal of three of our 
respected brethren in the ministry from the fellow- 
ship of the association. As we dosign to present 
our views on the subject in some future number, 
we add no more at this time.----Ed. 





NEW ARRANGEMENT. 

We deem it expedient to announce to our 
numerous patrons and the publick, that our es- 
teemed brother Fisk, heretofore one of the e- 
ditors and proprietors of this paper, has re- 
linquished his right in the concern; and that 
it is now in the hands of the subscribers. All 
persons having demands against the establish- 
ment are respectfully requested to present them 
to either of us for adjustment, and all debts 
due for the Advocate must be paid to us or our 


agents, 
L. S. EVERETT, 
G. TUTTLE. 


TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS. 
Another number will complete the first six months 
the present volume ; and according to the terms of 
our subscription, those who do not forward two dol- 
lars within that time, will be subjected to an extra 
charge of fifty cents. ‘To show that we are dispos- 
edto grant every. reasonable indulgence, we now 
offer, to all those who have not yet paid, to reeeive 





the amount of two dollars without subjecting them 
to the expense of postage, if within this time and 
the fourth of July next, they will forward the same 
to “ J. Gurteau, Esq. P. M. Buffalo, N. Y.”’ The 
reasonableness of this offer will be apparent when 
it is known that it costs us a certain per cent on all 


“sums transmitted through this medium, and saves 


our patrons a tax for postage of no inconsiderable a- 
mount. 

[> Our agents who have, by our conscfhit, extend- 
ed the time of paying in advance to those whose 
names have been forwarded through their means, 
are respectfully desired to inform our subscribers 
that the great expense of the establishment renders 
it almost impossible, and altogether inconvenient 
to have such indulgence extended longer than until 
the fourth of July next. A final settlement of all 
our concerns being quite desirable, it is hoped that 
an effort will be made by all our respected patrons 
and friends to aid us in accomplishing so laudable 
an object. The sum to each individual is quite in- 
considerable, while to us, the amount due from 
all is quite important. 

(CP Subscribers in Buffalo village who have not 
yet paid for the volume, are earnestly desired to 
settle the same with either of the publishers, or Mr, 
H. A. Salisbury, who is duly authorised to receive 
the same. 

i> Those of our subscribers who reside in the 
village of Black-Rock, are respectfully requested to 
pay their arrearages to 8. H. Salisbury, whose re- 
reipt for the same will be valid; or if more conye~ 
nient, to the publishers. 

&> To Cornesponpests.—Having but recently 
returned from a tour to the east, we have not suffi- 
cient time this week to attend to the communica- 
tious of our friends, but shall give them all due con- 
sideration ere long. 

Our ministesing brethren are most earnestly and 
affectionately entreated to favour us with disserta- 
tions on any of those subjects which may be inter- 
esting to our readers. ‘Brethren, think of these 
things.”’ 


AGENTS. 

The following gentlemen have becn duly ap- 
pointed agents in addition to others before publish- 
ed, for the Gospel Advocate; and are authorised to 
transact business with subscribers, who will please 
make remittances through them. 

PUBLISHERS. 

Mr. Alonzo Beeman, Albion, Orleans co. N. Y.— 
Mr. Chauncey Howard, Pittsford, Monroe co. N. Y. 
Rufus Eldred esq. Eaton, Madison co.N. ¥Y.—Eld.J.B. 
Shannon, Maedonough, Chenango co. N. ¥.—David 
St. Clair, 2nd, Geauga co. Ohio.—Caleb A. Craft, 
Esq. P. M. Rising Sun, Indiana.—Mr. Geo. €or- 
wine, Maysville, Kentucky.—Mr. Wm. C. Lawton, 
Copenhagen, Lewis co. N. ¥Y.—Mr. Philander Blod- 
gett, Denmark, Lewis:co. N. Y.—Eld. Pitt Morse, 
Watertown, Jefferson.co. N. ¥Y.—Stephen Cummins, 
Rutland, Jefferson co. M ¥.—Capt. L. Torrey, Brown: _, 
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ville, Jefferson co. N. ¥.—Thomas 3. Hall, Sackets- 
Harbour, N. Y.— Ziba Knox, Lowville, Lewis. ca N: 
Y.—B. B. Hyde, Rome, Oneida co. N. ¥Y.—A, Allen, 
Medina, Orleans co. N. Y. 


The ‘General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
church, ina late meeting at Philadciphia, fixed up- 
on Alleghany town, Pa. as a site for a Western 
Theological Seminary. What next ? 


ANECDOTE, 

A gentleman in describing fiopkinsian or 
Calvinistick oratory has said “ they address a 
congregation of sober minded christians as if 
they were an assembly of heathen, ora band uf 
theives or murderers. Their doctrine desceads 
not like the dew, but like a bail storm. | Then 
voice is not gentle and affectionate, but loud 
and reproachful, it rolls ike thunder and roars 
like a whirlwind. ‘They paint the character 
of a virtuous man with blacker strokes of de- 
pravity, than those with which Milton has 
drawn the character of Satan, aud they repre- 
sent the Supreme Being as hating the works of 
his own hands, as fired with anger and armed 
with vengeance.” — Christ Lat. 


MISERY. 

A thousand miseries make silent and invisi- 
ble inroads on izankind ; and the heart feels 
inuumerable throbs, which never breathe out 
into complaint. -Perhaps, likewise, our pleas- 











ures are for the most part equally secret ; and 
most are borne up by some private satisfaction, 
some internal conciousness, some latent hope, 
some peculiar prospect, which they never com- 
municate, but reserve for solitary hours, and 
clandestine meditation. The man of lite is 
indeed composed of small incidents, aud petty 
eccurrences ; of wishes for objects not remote 
and grief for disappointments of no fatal con- 
sequences ; of insect vexations, which sting us 
and fly away; impertinences which buzz a- 
while around us, and are heard no more ; of 
meteorous pleasures, which dance before us, 
and are dissipated ; of compliments which glide 
off the soul like other music, and are forgoiten 
by him that gave, and him that received.--John- 
son. 

A wonperruL wiFe.---On the south wall of 
Stratham church, there is a monument with the 
following inscription : “ Elizabeth wife of Ma- 
jor-General Hamilton, who was married forty- 
seven years, and never did one thing to dis- 
please her husband. 





0>The favours of W. I. Reese are received and | 
will appear next week. We hope for more of the 
same 4a i. _—_ 

The Tourist’s Map of New-York.—A new 
and very beautiful Map of this Siate, engraved 
by Messrs. V- Balsh ond S. Stiles, has just been 
published by our townsman Mr. William Will- 
jams, aud is now for sale at bis bockstore. It 
is intended as a pocket c mpanion for the trav- | 
eller and tourist. —Utrca Int. 




















octick Department. 
WHRE Is GOD ? 

Where is He? He rides on the fiorce rushing blast, 

And directs by his will its wild fury and might ; 


Whole forests before him in ruins are cast, 
And the earth is 6bscured by the shadows of night. 











Where is he? He dwells in the sweet blooming 
ower, 

And is heard in the murm’ring of each ailvery rill; 

On the cloud crested mountain He rests in his power, 

And He dwells in the valley so shady and still. 


Where is He? O! hark to the thunder’s loud crash| 

"Tis his Voice as He speaks in his terrible wrath; 

And His form may be seen in the lightning’s bright 
flash, 

Which still marks with consuming destruction its 


path, 


Where ia he ? He shines in the sun’s sultry ray, 

And sparkles at night in the blue vault of Heaven; 
He is seen in the glittering of morn’s dewy spray ; 
In the chill fleecy snow by the winter’s wind driven, 


Where is he? Go ask of the dark stormy wave 

Which rears its white crest o’er the measureless 
deep, 

As it sullenly roars o’er the mariner’s grave, 

Or gapes widely to bury new victims in sleep. 


Where is He ? Go search the wide regions of space, 

And roam through the bright countless planets on 
high; 

For his power and his presence pervade every space, 

From the dark ocean cave to the azure-arched sky. 


Where is He? Go ask of His mercy and love. 
Who created this world in its beauty for thee; 
And for thee hast provided a mansion above, 
Where thy soul to its bliss everlasting can flee. 


From the U. S. Literary Gazette. 
13 THIS A TIME TO BE CLOUDY AND SAD. 
Is (bis a time to be cloudy and sad, 
When our mother nature laughs around— 
When even the deep blue heavens look glad, 
And gladness breathes frora the blossoming ground’ 


There are notes of joy from the hang-bird and wren, 
Aad the gossips of swallows through ail the sky— 
The ground-squirrel gaily chi:ps by his den, 
And the wilding bee hums ierrily by. 


The clouds are at play in he azure space, 
And their shadows at play on the bright green 
vale— 
Aad here they stretch to the frolic chase, 
And there they roll on the easy gale. 
There’s a dance of leaves in that aspen bower— 
There’s a titter of windzin that beechen tree— 
There’s a sm:i- on the fruit—and a smile un the flower 
And a Jaugh from the brovik tat runs to the sea. 
Ant look at the broad faced san, how be smiles 
On the dewer earth that smiles in his ray, 
Onine ieay vr vaie san! giy souvg isles— 
Ay loge mera ets ail thy gloom away. 
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